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More Choices

Recommended Alternative

Recommended Alternative
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Other mountain ash species (Sorbus commixta and S. huphensis), Washington hawthorn 
(Crataegus phaenopyrum), crab apple (Malus ‘Evereste’), Japanese scholar tree 
(Styphnolopium japonicum), strawberry tree (Arbutus unedo) and natives beaked 
hazelnut (Corylus cornuta), and Sitka mountain ash (Sorbus sitchensis).

Western Crabapple
Malus fusca

A Pacific coast native for moist 
soils in a sunny to partly shady 
site.

•	Pretty white to pink flowers 
appear in mid-April.

•	Edible but tart red crabapple 
fruits are visible in late summer 
to fall.

•	Red or yellow-orange leaf 
color highlights your garden 
in fall.

•	This native can be used as a 
small shrub or accent tree, 
growing to 35 feet in height.

•	USDA zones 3-7

Serviceberry
Amelanchier alnifolia

Native throughout Washington, this 
lovely shrub or small tree attracts 
birds and supports pollinators in your 
garden.

•	Clusters of white, five-petaled 
flowers bloom from spring to early 
summer and form purplish berrylike 
fruits.

•	Red or gold leaf color highlights 
your garden in fall, with more color 
in sunnier locations.

•	Serviceberry has multiple stems, 
typically reaching 3 to 15 feet tall, 
and is suitable for many landscapes.

•	USDA zones 3-9
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Invasive & Alternate Plants by Scientific Name

Invasive Plants by common name

Black locust 
Butterfly bush

Common European hawthorn
Common fennel

English holly
European mountain ash

Flowering rush
Fragrant waterlily

Italian arum
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Ivy: Atlantic/Irish & English cultivars

Knotweeds
Loosestrife, garden and purple

Old man’s beard & silverlace vine
Policeman’s helmet

Spurge laurel
Verbena, tall and purple

Yellow archangel
Yellow flag iris
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Amelanchier alnifolia
Anethum graveolens

Arctostaphylos uva-ursi
Arum italicum

Aruncus dioicus
Asarum caudatum

Aster × frikartii
Brasenia schreberi

Buddleja davidii
Butomus umbellatus
Campanula lactiflora
Ceanothus cultivars
Clematis paniculata

Clematis vitalba
Clematis viticella 

Comarum palustre
Cosmos bipinnatus

Crataegus douglasii
Crataegus monogyna

Daphne laureola
Daphne odora

Delphinium parishii
Erythronium oregonum

Euonymus fortunei 
Foeniculum vulgare
Foeniculum vulgare 

Fothergilla major
Fraxinus latifolia

Gaultheria shallon
Gymnocladus dioicus

Hedera spp.
Heuchera & Heucherella spp.

Hydrangea anomala 
Ilex aquifolium
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Ilex x meserveae

Impatiens glandulifera
Iris sp. & I. pseudacorus
Koelreuteria paniculata

Lamiastrum galeobdolon
Liatris spicata

Ligularia wilsoniana
Lobelia cardinalis 

Lonicera ciliosa
Lysimachia vulgaris

Lythrum salicaria
Mahonia aquifolium 

Mahonia nervosa 
Maianthemum racemosum 

Malus fusca
Nuphar polysepala

Nymphaea cultivars & N. odorata
Osmanthus heterophyllus

Penstemon spp.
Physocarpus capitatus

Polygonum & Persicaria sp.
Polygonum aubertii

Rhododendron ‘Daphnoides’
Robinia pseudoacacia

Rubus pentalobus
Scabiosa caucasica 

Schoenoplectus acutus
Sorbus aucuparia

Symphyotrichum subspicatum
Thalictrum aquilegiifolium

Vancouveria hexandra
Verbena bonariensis

Vitex agnus-castus
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Washington State Noxious Weed List
To help protect our state’s resources and economy, the Washington State Noxious 
Weed Control Board creates an annual Noxious Weed List of the most serious 
invasive plants (WAC 16-750). This list separates weeds into three major classes:

	 Class A Noxious Weeds
	 Species whose distribution in Washington is limited. State law requires 
	 eradication of these noxious weeds.

	 Class B Noxious Weeds
	 Species whose distribution is limited to portions of Washington. The goal 
	 is to contain infestation where they already occur and prevent spread into 
	 new areas.

	 Class C Noxious Weeds
	 Noxious Weeds that are often widespread in Washington State. Control is 
	 encouraged, and county weed boards have the option to require control 
	 at the local level.

Because approximately half of the plants on the weed list are garden escapees, 
making wise garden choices is an excellent step in controlling invasive plants. 

For information on weed laws or weed removal, contact your county’s noxious 
weed control board. The state weed board can direct you to your county weed 
board from our website: www.nwcb.wa.gov (click on ‘Resources’), or email: 
noxiousweeds@agr.wa.gov, or phone: (360) 725-5764.

Invasives
According to the American Nursery and Landscape Association, “invasive, 
non-native species are those that can or have spread into native wilderness 
or managed ecosystems, develop self-sustaining populations, and become  
dominant or disruptive to those systems.”

Invasive plants are causing serious environmental and economical damage 
worldwide. These plants hurt Washington’s economy and prized natural 
resources by reducing crop yields, displacing native plants, destroying fish and 
wildlife habitat, decreasing land values, choking waterways, and by diminishing 
recreational opportunities such as fishing, hunting, hiking, wildlife viewing, and 
bird watching.

Preventative weed control is one of the least expensive 
and most effective ways to combat invasive plants, and 
this practice can start right at home in your own garden. 

For more information see: www.nwcb.wa.gov
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